Chronic hepatitis C: viral clearance several months after discontinuation of therapy in two non-responders.
When hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection becomes chronic, spontaneous viral eradication is a rare event. We report two patients with chronic hepatitis C, non-responders to standard interferon alone. They were treated with Pegylated interferon plus ribavirin. At the end of therapy, HCV RNA was still detectable. Several months after stopping treatment, aminotransferase level normalized and HCV RNA became undetectable. No case of sustained viral response happening several months after therapy has been yet described. During long-term follow-up of non-responders, when a persistent normalization of aminotransferase level is observed after stopping treatment, viral clearance could be suspected.